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1. THE US SENATE'S APPROVAL OF THE PANAMA CANAL TREATIES HAS 
ELICITED WIDESPREAD APPROVAL IN BOLIVIAN GOVERNMENTAL, POLITICAL 
AND JORNALISTIC CIRCLES. IN ADDITION TO VIEWING THE TREATIES 

AS CORRECTING AN "ABNORMAL" SITUATION, BOLIVIANS TEND TO REGARD 
THEM AS A PRECEDENT FOR RESOLVING THE PROBLEM OF THEIR 
GEOGRAPHIC ENCLOSURE. 

2. ON APRIL 19, PRESIDENT BANZER ISSUED A BRIEF PRESS STATEMENT. 

TEXT: 'THE VOTE OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE WHICH RECTIFIES A 
SITUATION OF INJUSTICE THAT PREVAILED IN REGARD TO THE PANAMA 
CANAL HAS CAUSED DEEP AND SINCERE SATISFACTION ON THE PART OF THE 
GOVERNMENT AND PEOPLE OF BOLIVIA. WE BELIEVE THAT THE JUST AND 
NOBLE ATTITUDE OE THE UNITED STATES IN APPROVING THE REVISION OF 
THE TREATIES OF 1903 BETWEEN THAT COUNTRY AND PANAMA CONSTITUTES 
AN EXTRAORDINARY PRECEDENT THAT WILL PERMIT, I AM SURE, THE 
RESOLUTION, WITHIN A NOT VERY LONG PERIOD, OE OTHER SIMILAR 
PROBLEMS AND SITUATIONS OE INJUSTICE THAT STILL PREVAIL AND 
DISTURB THE TRANQUILITY OF OUR CONTINENT". END TEXT. 
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3. BANZER'S STATEMENT DOVETAILS WITH REMARKS HE MADE AT 

A PRESS CONFERENCE ON APRIL 13 CONCERNING THE NEED TO REVISE THE 
1904 TREATY, WHICH FORMALLY ENDED THE WAR BETWEEN BOLIVIA AND 
CHILE (1879-83). BANZER SAID THAT CHANGES IN THE TREATY SHOULD 
BE NEGOTIATED BILATERALLY "WITH THE CONSENT OF THE PARTIES 
CONCERNED, AND IN THIS SENSE THE REVISION OF THE PANAMA CANAL 
TREATIES SETS A GOOD EXAMPLE." 
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4. IN THIS SAME VEIN, THE AMBASSADOR RECEIVED A PERSONAL 
LETTER, DATE APRIL 19, FROM LA PAZ MAYOR MARIO MERCADO 
(TEXT POUCHED). AFTER EXPRESSING HIS SATISFACTION FOR THE 
CONFIRMATION OF THE CANAL TREATIES, MERCADO SAID THAT BOLIVIA'S 
CONTINUED GEOGRAPHIC ENCLOSURE, IN ADDITION TO BEING AN AFRONT TO 
JUSTICE, POSED A GREAT OBSTACLE TO ITS DEVELOPMENT. HE 
CONCLUDED THAT THE SENATE'S DECISION "REAFFIRMED (BOLIVIA'S) 

HOPES" BY DEMONSTRATING THAT "IMPERFECTIONS" IN EXISTING 
TREATIES COULD BE ELIMINATED. 

5. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH GENUINE, BOLIVIA'S CURRENT OUTPOURING 
OF GOODWILL IS CLOSELY LINKED TO ITS FRUSTRATED ATTEMPTS TO 
BOTAIN A SEA OUTLET FROM CHILE. IT IS A SAFE BET THAT FUTURE 
BOLIVIAN REQUESTS FOR US SUPPORT ON THIS ISSUE WILL ALSO 
INVOKE THE CANAL TREATIES "PRECEDENT". 

BOEKER 
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